
Reporting Cruelty Against Free-Roarning Cats

Cruetty ogainst domestic cots is ogainst the law in Pennsylvanio. The very best thing you can do to help fight

and prevent cruelty is to report it. Reporting cruelty requires courage and persistence but do not be reluctant

to act!

Pennsylvania state law protects domestic cats in addition to other species. Killing, maiming or disfiguring a

domestic feline is against the law under the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes (PA ST L8 Pa. CSA 5 5511). The

statute specifically includes poisoning or attempts to poison.

Remember that, although your emotions churn in response to witnessing or suspecting an act of cruelty, calm

and deliberate behavior is the best way to move forward and is more likely to result in concrete action.

Who to Call

Many areas of our region do not have a designated agency for investigating and prosecuting animal cruelty

cases. Local police or sheriff departments frequently dismiss those reporting cruelty against free-roaming cats

even though it may well be their legal responsibility to investigate these cases. lf you call the police or sheriff

to report cruelty and they do not take your report seriously, remind them that:

r Animal cruelty is a crime in the state of Pennsylvania;

. Repeat offenses are the rule not an exception;

o There is an established connection between animal cruelty and other violent behavior; and

o ln many cases when police investigate animal cruelty they also uncover human-related crimes such as

domestic abuse, child neglect, illegal drug trade, and other dangerous situations.

Clearly communicate that you expect the authority to investigate this crime as you would expect them to

investigate any other crime and that if the local authorities do not respond, you intend to report their inaction

to local government officials.

ln most cases, unless the cat or cats are in immediate danger, the best place to start may be the local humane

society or SPCA, many of which have humane officers on staff. We've included a list here of contacts by

county. However, il you witness animol cruelty in progress, do not delay, CALL 977. The dispatcher will

determine who should respond. Do not attempt to deal with the crime yourself.



tn Adams County, report animal cruelty to the Adams County SPCA Humane Department at

7L7-334-8876 Extension26 or email ssheely@adamscorln:Lvspca.net. lf the animal is in immediate

danger, call 911. lf you have witnessed the cruel act yourself, you can go to your local police and ask

to swear out a warrant to summon the accused person to court.

ln Cumberlond County, report animal cruelty to the Humane Society of the Harrisburg Area, by calling

the Cruelty Department at717-564-3320, extension L04; or the Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter

(Chambersburg) by calling 717-263-5791 or emailing cvaspfficeflLcvas-pgli.qlq. lf the animal is in

immediate danger, call 911. lf you have witnessed the cruel act yourself, you can go to your local

police and aSk to swear out a warrant to summon the accused person to court.

ln Douphin County, report animal cruelty to the Humane Society of the Harrisburg Area, by calling the

Cruelty Department at7L7-564-3320, extension 104. If the animal is in immediate danger, call 911. lf
you have witnessed the cruel act yourself, you can go to your local police and ask to swear out a

warrant to summon the accused person to court.

ln Franklin County, report animal cruelty to Antietam Humane Society (Waynesboro) by calling 717-

762-909L; or the Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter (Chambersburg) by calling 717-263-579L or

emailing cvasofficer@cvas-pets.org. lf the animal is in immediate danger, call 911. lf you have

witnessed the cruel act yourself, you can go to your local police and ask to swear out a warrant to

summon the accused person to court.

ln Lancaster County, report animal cruelty to the Humane League of Lancaster County by calling 717-

393-6551, extension 229 or email humanel-awenjorceln-ent@hqrnAneleague.tgm; or call ORCA (The

Organization for Responsibility and Care of Animals) by calling 717-397-8922. lf the animal is in

immediate danger, call 911. lf you have witnessed the cruel act yourself, you can go to your local

police and ask to swear out a warrant to summon the accused person to court.

tn Lebanon County, report animal cruelty to the Lebanon County Humane Society by calling 7Ll-628'

L369 or emailing humaneofficer@lebanqnhumane.erg. lf you have witnessed the cruel act yourself,

you can go to your local police and ask to swear out a warrant to summon the accused person to

court.

tn Perry County, report animal cruelty to the Humane Society of the Harrisburg Area, by calling the

Cruelty Department at7L7-564-3320, extension 104. lf the animal is in immediate danger, call 911. lf

you have witnessed the cruel act yourself, you can go to your local police and ask to swear out a

warrant to summon the accused person to court.

ln York County, report cruelty to the York County SPCA Humane Officer at717-764-6109. lf the animal

is in immediate danger, call 911. lf you have witnessed the cruel act yourself, you can go to your local

police and ask to swear out a warrant to summon the accused person to court.



Help Humane Officers lnvestigate Cruelty

There is a great deal you can do to help humane and other police officers investigate crime by gathering and

providing as much evidence and information possible. The more information and data you can provide, the

more effectively they can investigate the crime.

Document the location of the crime such as the street address including the house number and, if you know

it, the name of the person committing the crime. lf you cannot provide a specific address, provide information

about cross streets or other details.

Provide a concise, fdctual stotement of what you observed, giving dates and approximate times. lt helps to
put your statement in writing in advance if you can. [t also helps to provide a dated photo or video of the

situation and to gather similar reports from other witnesses.

Always keep a coreful record of exactly whom you contacted, the date of the contacts, and the content and

outcome of any discussions. Also keep copies of all materials you provide to any agency.

Follow up if you don't receive a response within a reasonable amount of time. Remember that all of these

agencies are short-staffed and in many cases cover large geographic areas, and you may not receive an

immediate response. lf you feel the case is not being properly investigated, present your information to the

humane officer's supervisor and/or local officials such as your local supervisor or county commissioner.


